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Summary 
The Level 3 Diploma is a two-year course. It is a great way to progress towards childcare, education or related 
industries. You will have the opportunity to study a wide range of topics including: introduction to working with 
children, development from conception to 8 years, supporting children, keeping children safe, play and 
learning, working with parents, supporting children’s speech, communication and language, safeguarding, 
observations and reflective practice. 
 

What are the course aims? What can it lead to? 
This Diploma prepares you to work as an early years 
practitioner with children in a range of settings. It can 
be used as a step to university. 

Completing this National Diploma will enable you to 
work as a licensed practitioner with children in 
nurseries, crèches, reception classes or pre-schools, 
you could also work as a home-based childcare 
worker or nanny. Other options include going to 
university to study teacher training. 
 

What will I study on this course? 
You will study a wide variety of topics including: 
 
* Child development 
* Meeting children’s physical development and care 
* Health & safety in early years settings 
* Keeping children safe 
* Working with parents and others 
* Play and learning 
* Observation assessment and planning 
* Reflective practice and many other units 
 

Are there opportunities for trips or fieldwork? 

These will be offered to learners throughout the course. 

 

Are there any other costs? The current course text book needs to be purchased, 
which is approximately £20-£25. Details will be given at 
enrolment. There is also a £15 fee for a top to wear on 
placement (price subject to change). 

 

How will I be assessed? What are the entry requirements? 
You will complete written assignments and practical 
observation in your placements. You will spend some 
days in a work placement. There will be one exam and 
one externally assessed research task. 

A minimum of five GCSEs at grades A-C, including 
English Language and Maths. Students must be 
able to work to deadlines. A placement of at least 
five days in a childcare setting desirable, with a 
positive report of progress. A Disclosing and Barring 
Service (DBS) check is required. 
 

Contact us Have you visited our website? 
Mary Howard www.totton.ac.uk 
Tel: 023 8087 4874 • Fax: 023 8087 4879 
Web: www.totton.ac.uk • Email: info@totton.ac.uk 

See the range of courses that Totton College provides, as 
well as up-to-date news and events. 
 

 


