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Summary 
This two-year course is equivalent to three A Levels, and will give you the chance to study all three disciplines 
of science. Ideal if you love science and want to study it further at university, or want a career in one of the 
growing number of STEM specialisms. You will not be short of challenge, lively discussion and debate on this 
course, as well as developing your practical skills. 
 

What are the course aims? What can it lead to? 
This provides a progression for those students who 
wish to carry on studying Science but for whom A 
Levels are less appropriate. This may be because you 
prefer a portfolio type of course, you have studied 
Applied Science at GCSE, you wish to have a more 
'hands-on' approach, or you are considering seeking 
employment within a laboratory setting straight from 
College rather than going to University. This course is 
the equivalent of three A Levels. You will study full time 
and cover all three of the sciences plus some Maths. 

It will gain you entry to university for a science-based 
degree but some courses will demand traditional A-
levels (e.g. medicine). Alternatively the BTEC would 
be very good training for someone who wishes to 
work in a laboratory but not necessarily attend 
university. 
 

What will I study on this course? 
You will study 19 different units covering many aspects of science, six of which are compulsory. Examples are: 
 
* Fundamentals of Science 
* Working in the Science Industry 
* Scientific Practical Techniques 
* Perceptions of Science 
* Using Mathematical Tools in Science 
* Informatics in Science 
* Physiology of Human Body Systems 
* Electrical Circuits and their Applications 
* Electronics for Science Technicians 
* Chemical Laboratory Techniques 
 

Are there opportunities for trips or fieldwork? 

No 

Are there any other costs? No 
 

How will I be assessed? What are the entry requirements? 
The BTEC is assessed in a variety of ways, but the 
basic principle is that you will complete assignments to 
gain units. Each unit has criteria to be met if you are to 
get a Pass, a Merit or a Distinction. All these units are 
then gathered together to give your overall grades. 
Assignments may be written reports, practicals and 
presentations based on research, or practical work. 
 

5 GCSEs at A* to C. The equivalent of CC in GCSE 
Science, along with grade Cs in both GCSE Maths and 
GCSE English Language. 
 

Contact us Have you visited our website? 

Mary Howard www.totton.ac.uk 
Tel: 023 8087 4874 • Fax: 023 8087 4879 
Web: www.totton.ac.uk • Email: info@totton.ac.uk 

See the range of courses that Totton College provides, as 
well as up-to-date news and events. 
 

 


